How to design a hospitalist service. An academic health system case study.
Medical centers throughout the country are employing hospitalists--dedicated inpatient specialists--to care for patients during hospitalization in place of their primary care provider. There has been expansive growth of hospitalist programs as the number of practicing hospitalists has doubled in two years from approximately 1,500 to over 3,000. In July 1997, the department of medicine at University Hospitals of Cleveland, the primary teaching affiliate of Case Western Reserve University, created a hospitalist service. This paper will discuss the design of a hospitalist service at a major academic medical center, the factors that were considered during the design stage and financial feasibility.